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ABSTRACT

Though it is generally accepted that there
are no initial clusters in Armenian the ex-
amination of the Modern Armenian word-stock
has revealed a considerable number of in-
itial and final clusters, met in 2676 and
135600words accordingly. The types of in-
itial clusters are more limited as compared
to final ones. The most frequent types are
those with sonants r, y, and fricatives s, 8.

It is accepted that there are no initial
consonant clusters in Armenian and the use
of the vowel "3" in themprevents the forma-
tion of such clusters. This concept being
true in general, isnot to be applied to . all
the cases. According to our computational
analysis of Mcdern Explanatory Dictionary of
Armenian by E.Aghayan, 2676 out of 135600
words deviate from this rule. Some of those
words belong to the native word stock .and
some of them are late borrowings. A number

of those words reveal two pronunciation vari-

ants. One of them with the vowel "3", the
other without it. Academician Jahukian re-
gards them as "instable models". Yet a con-
siderable number of the above-mentioned 2676
words have a unified pronunciation that is
without the vowel "a". Therefore we can state
that for some cases initial consonant clus-
ters are to be found in Armenian too. More-
over if in those cases the pronunciation of
words with the vowel "3" occurs they should
be considered substandard.

An initial double consonant clusters the

second element as a rule is the sonant "y"
or "r". Out of 30 consonants, 17 are used
in combination with "y" (byur, gyu), dyurin

tyur, lyard, xyus, cyurel, kyank', hyur, jyun,

&yuY, myus, nyard, $yuY, syun, p'yunik,
fyur'er). In the dictionary we can find 984
words with the initial consonant + "y" com~
bination, the majority of which being com-
binations by, dy, Jjy, hy. Combinations with
other consonants and "y" occur each in less
than a dozen words. In combinations conson-
ant "r" there may be 8 different consonants
(brigadir, dramaturg xramat, krem, prizma,
traktor, k'ristonya, franseren). The total
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number of such combinations is 444, a con-
siderable number of which are late borrow-
ings. Among them combinations "tr" and "pr"
occur in 265 words. The total number of com-
binations in which the second component 1is
expressed by "y" and "r" is 1428, that is
more than half of the above-mentioned 2676
words.

Words with other combinations are not numer-
ous. There we must mention consonant + the
gonant "1" combinations (blank, klasic'izm,
§leyf, planer, slavon, gladiator), 191 words
all. As the first component of double con-
sonant clusters as a rule fricatives "s"/

"z" and "S$" occur more frequently. For ex-

-ample "s" + consonant combinations occur in

846 words (Stap'vel, slavon, sxema, smoking,
skuteY, syufe, spitak, svastika, stamok's,
sc'enar, spbp'el, SfinKs). Among them "sp”
and "st" types occur in 646 words.

In "2" + C combinations the second component
may consist only of (b], (9] and (m occlusives
(zba)Yvel, zguéanal, zmaylel) . There are 192
cases out of which 145 make "z" + "g* com-
binations,

The number of "&" + C combinations is 70
(Spar, Zvayt, %tab), and there is only one
case of "¥" + C (¥&¢i). '
Of the words with initial consonant clusters
to be found in the dictionary, 30 have as
the first component the consonant "k'" [K]
(k'vant, K'sanhing). There are also a few
borrowings having unusual initial clusters
(tvist, psixologizm, pfeniqg) .

In Armenian the number of consonant clusters
consisting of three component is relatively
few. The third component of such clusters is

_often "y". However, their number is not

great (only 28). More numerous are the words
with initial "stv" and "str" clusters. All
in all 120 words.

Thus we may state that 2 per cent of the to-
tal number of words in the dictionary con~
tains initial consonant clusters which ex-
clude the existence of vowel "a" in Mod-
ern Armenian literary pronunciation.

Final consonant clusters occur in consider-
ably more words. 1In double consonant clus-
ters all the consonants may be used as the
second component with the exception of "y"
and "¢", whereas the first component may be
expressed with any consonant but (d],{}],and(5J -
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analysis reveal 13672 words with final
ggisonan{ clusters. In more than half of
those cases the first component is express-
ed either by sonants (r] and (y].
[r} is followed with any consonant (borb ,
bard , marg , hard ,  parz, kirt' ,
haver¥, marx, gorc , hark, Snorh ,
peré, t'arm, noktyurn, gorc, p'ar‘?.",. kerp,
lury, vars,.nerv, gort, harc, arp', jirk€,
torf) with the exception of 5 consonant 1,
’ y', r, £, The total nuwber of such clus-
Zers is 4285 where cases with rd, rt, rj,
rk, rz, rc, rk', rt, rp, make the overhelm-
ing majority.
[yj is followed with any consonant (ayb,
ayg, ayd, huyz, xayt', huyz, ayl, Seyx, ayc,
nakuyk, anpaguyé, aboym, jayn, ptatiyk,
fayr, ays, ayt, hayr, c'uyc', kahuyk',
dreyf), with the exception of consonants
h, 3, ¥, ¥+ V., P The total number of such
clusters being 3056.
"n" + consonant combinations make almost
half of the number of such clusters, the
second component of which may be expressed
by any forelingual, backlingual occlusives,
africates and the fricatives s, z, $ (Xang,
hand, bronz, kant', p'arapanc, sunk, ganj,
ang, tevan¥, %uné®, Jinj, avans, kent,
canc, hank'). The total number of such
words is 2694, .
'n" is not followed by the labials "b", "p",
"P'". In "m" + consonant combinations, the
mumber of which being 312 (xumb, samt',

.himn, zam§, amp, toms, ek'spromt, dramp',

hink', triumf) the two third of which rep-
Iesent "m+b" clusters.

"{" + consonant combinations make 555 cases
(kufb,- he{g, nakd, t'uyt', p'iyc,, p'efk,
(3, xay&, koym, zey&', koyp, gayj, uft:
k'ayé, %e(k®).

In double consonant clusters the first com-
Ponent is often expressed by the fricatives
8 2z, 5, s+consonant make 812 words
[xaris, hask, parisp, hast, xosk']. s+t

out of which is the most frequent (673
Cases) .

“z'+ consonant make 383 words (skizb, azg,

azd, kazm, vazk') {z+m] of which is the
most frequent (335),%3“ consonant make 384
words (vas$x, ma¥k, drodm, ha¥t, hralk')
($+t) out of which is the most frequent
264) .
'.{‘he rest of the above-mentioned 13672 words
that is to say 1180 words may be classified
according to the second component. Here we
usually observe voiceless k', k, t. Conson-
ant + k' combinations make 704 words, among
them more frequently occur ck' [xosvack:) -
312 words, ¢k' [gnac’k] = 96 words, k'
(katk') - 86 words, tk' {hetkK] - 77 words.
The characteristic feature of final double
consonant clusters in Armenian, as a rule,
is their voiceless pronunciation. Out of
the 13672 words only 2714 have distinctly
voiced pronunciation. The rest (8258 words)
have voiceless pronunciation. 2700 words
may have double pronunciation (voiced or
voiceless) .
In Armenian there are only 20 words with'3
consonant clusters. 18 of them (anc'k',
kurck', hamaynk', c'aytk', rarbk', part)'c )'
as the third component have [k'], -nc'k
cluster makes 12 words, two borrowed words
{punkt, bor$¢) have different components.
As you can see the third component is al-
ways a voiceless consonant.

Thus we may conclude that inliterary East-
ern Armenian there exist mainly doubl_e con-
sonant clusters either in initial or final
position and the number of 3 consonant
clusters are comparatively few. We have in-
cluded borrowed words in our survey and we
may state that we observe a tendency of in-
crease of the number of s_uch words. The
without (3] utterance of consonant clusters
in such words prevails especially in the
pronunciation of the young generation.
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