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ABSTRACT

Aleut, being a language without a word-
stress, torms its raythmic structure by
means of two main tnings: roythmic accent
and long vowels, There are several main
rhythmic accent patterns iun Aleut, long
wowels "breaking ranks" - taen, rhythmic
accent is counted from that "break",

INTRODUCTION

Suprasegmental features of three now
existing Aleut dialects have not been yet
investigated in detail, It is obvious,hou-
ever; that such information could give new
material for typological studies, as well
as for comparative Eskimo-Aleut linguistics
{cf. the comparison of Eskimo rhythmic
accent patterns in [1]).

The work of this kind on Eskimo material
was begun some time ago « The purpose of
this report is to present rhythmic accent
patterns of wordforms in Bering Island Ale-
ut , which is, probably, a conservative
form of Atka Islani Aleut{3]. The material
was obtained during two field trips to Be-
ring Island in 1982 and 1985. . .

Long vowels

The toree short Aleut vowels /a/,/i/,/u/
have the correlative long vowels. Long vow-
els can be either included into morpheme
signifiers or result from phonomorphologi-
cal alternations: siching(si¢:if»] *four®
sichiing [s'tti:g2] "nine"; aa.lukux[u:t’u'('%‘j
"he laughs"; aaluusakul [a:f°usax’ux®] "he
laughs at sb.", The initial /fa:/ in the
last wordform is a part of the root-morph-
eme, the second long vowel /u:/ is a result
of lengthening /u/ before the transitivis-
ing suffix -sa-, This is one of the suffix-
es provoking obligatory lengthening of the
final stem-vowel. A long vowel in such a
positien can be treated as two vowels,with
a morpheme-borderline between then,

Some word-combinations can also provide
conditions for vowel-lengthening; for inst-
ance, some ordinal numerals do so: aalax
hisit [a:laxisixl®second®, cf. alax[aliux]
ngwo"; qaankus hisinguux%uisi§] fthird",

cf. qankus[%énk’ugﬂ "three",

The Correlation of the Morphemic- and
syllabic Structures

Phonomorphological rules of the syllab-
ic structure of the wofdform depend, to a
large extent, on the phonetic structure of
the root-morpheme., The most typical root
structures are CVCV. and VCV - two-syllable
roots with a final vowel: awa-l{dp'al]"work
asu-fastuy’ ] "pot", chachi-1[areif]"cover”.
One-gyllable and two-syllable roois are
also possible: ga-2[qa)y]"fish", sasuli-l
fsasu¢cCy "ve annoyed®, Roots of more than
three syllables are rare, and none-syllab-
ic roots is not found in Aleut.

Phonomorphological rules in Aleut are
determined by two main principles: 1) all
suffixes (numbering about 120) can only
begin with a consonant; 2) the way of link-
ing the stem is determined by the phono -
morphological type of a suffix. We shall
illustrate here three phonomorphological
types of suffixes.

1. Suffixes linking the stem through a
long epenthetic vowel, e.g. -guta- "again”
- imat-ii-guta-ku-% [imatciputakouy’[vhe is
shouting again", Linking a vowel-stem,these
suffixes lengthen the final vowel: adalu-
u-guta-ku-x [az‘a—ﬁu:;zutakﬂuﬁ"he is telling
lies again",

2. Suffixes linking the stem through
the epenthesis of normal length, e.g. -da
"the imperative" ~hun-j-da [umidftinflate!?
-gi- "the objective resultative® - chiuug-
a=gi-ku-x{¥yuyarikeussj "is washed". When
linking a vowel-stem, these suffixes do
not change the length of the final vowel,
e.g5 °§§°h1'§? "eover!®[&ald'ida],

. e suffixes whose w £ linkin
depends on the final soundagfotmla stem% in
case of a vowel-stem the final vowel be-
cg?g§ long; the consonant-stem links these
f t;es through the epenthesis of normal
sggfvi. 030 of these suffixes is "the tran-
epenth:gis ;gagérﬁa{eiuliar feature of the
quality ig not constan%?ggi 1;a§h%g ;§;pos-
ggfzhat, in many cases, the choice between

erent variants of epenthetic vowels is

174 Se 8.5.1

T
l
1

A—

influenced by tke vowel structure of the
wordform, e.g. chag-u-sa-ku~3[¥dy°usdkouy’]
"he is splitiing sth. with sth."; ag-u-
sa-ku-X [dyusakeuy’) "he is passing with";
chaqug-a-sa-ku=-X [faquyusakeu)’] "he is chew-
ing sth."; iklug-a-sa-ku=X "be has bumped
against"ikfdyasdku¥] . The first two
wordforms include tke epenthesis /u/, the
second twowyordforms - /fa/. This distribu-
tion is not obligatory but rather prefer-
able, i.e. it is a tendency, not a rule.
Phe choice between fu/ and /a/ depends on
the preceding vowel: /u/ follows /a/, and
/u/ is fcllowed by /a/. This dissimilation
according to the height of the raised part
of the tongue) is typical of some suffix-
es which link the stem through the epen -
tkesis of normal length.

Accent and Rhythmic Structure

Long vowels play an important role in
the formation of the rhythmic structure
of a wordform, Their distribution,however,
does not enable.us to treat them as corre-
lating to a word or phrasal stress. The
rhytkmic structure of a wordform is form-
ed not cnly due to long vowels but also
according to a rule of distribution of ac-
cented and neutral (not accented) syllabl-
es,

In wordforms of CVCVC-structure (if
they do not include long vowels), the
first syllable is generally accented,e.g.
tukik [t%0yi—3] "dot", hatix [hat:i+y]"lips",.
chali% (¢'a~g:iy) "fisbline”, Accented/neutr-
al syllables do not coincide with the op~-
position long/short vowels: the vowel of
an accented syllable is shorter than the
corresponding long vowel, .

A charamgteristic feature of accent is
its influence on the quantity of the con-
sonant following the accented syllable.

If a consonant follows a long vowel in a
wordform of similar structure, it does not
change its quantity, e.g&. taachi% [ta:&i)]
nelbow bone®, hachix [hac:iy]"back®. The
first word shows an intervocalic /c/ of
normal length, the second one demonstrates
the corresponding long consonant, This
phenomenon can be seen most clearly if tke
consonant following tbe accented syllable
ie an obstruent or sonant.

In tbhree-syllable isolated wordforms
tue second syllable is accenteq, €.z -
byutikux[gui{keuy°] "he is pouring (water)}
kidunak [kiddray] "he helped sb,", sami-
sig[sami’s'cs'] "Aumeral". The consonant
fellowing the accented syllable is also
lengthened but this is not so obvidug a3
in two-syllable wordforms and is certein
only for sonants. Consonant clusters apgv
earing in none-syllabic positions dof?O
influence the rhytkmic structure of tke
wordform. .

Four-syllable wordforms (witk no 202%9
vowels) have two accented syllablesbeing
first and tke third, the third one

marked more distinctly, e.g. haksatikux
[haysuat{k®uxy° "he is getting ready", awazu-
nak{dp%zUniuy] "he worked well", The acec-
ent on these syllables cause lengthening
of the following sonant (ot least, it is
surely so in the position after the third
syllable),

In multi-syllable wordforms a rule of
rhythmic accent puts an accent on every
second syllable, except in the cases when
a long vowel appears and breaks tkhe rhythm-
ic structure; then, rhythmic accent is
counted from tkat "rhytkmic break".

The distribution of accented/neutral
syllables given above is of probability
character, Accent is closely connected with
the syntactic context of wordfocrms, or ,
rather, witk their syllabic structures ,
e.g. hlang haqakui[@&ga%dk°u§§"my son is
coming up". The one-syllable word Llang
and three-syllable word hagakux give a
four-syllable stretep(eyntagm), which is
accented as a four-syllable wordform, The
rhythmic structures of the words do not
contradict to the rhythmic structure of the
stretch, and, so, they are not changed. When
two "notional" ("independent") words form
a three-syllable stretch, their own rhythm-
ic structures inevitably contradict to the
rhytimic structure of the stretch, e.g.
hlang snukug "I have sent my son"[g4 sa"ul:h’d
A three-syllable structure tends to*have
the second syllable accented - but not in
this case (the first and third syllables
are accented). It can be ®xplained by a
rule 9f obligatory accent of the only syll-
able in the first, "notional", word . Be -
cause of this, the tnree-syllable stretcn
1s accented as a multi-syllable structure
(every second syllable), If a three-gsyll-
able stretcn is formed of a "dependent "
("not'notlonal“) word and a "notional"word
the first syllable of the stretch is not 2

accented, e.g, wan sudaf$hns>dda] "take this
one!"; cf. gaX suda(§&ys'ud4] "take the fish!
In these examples tne "pointing word" wan )
does not prevent the speaker from putting
the "right" accent, and the "notional"word
qax is "a starting point" for tane rhythmic
accent structure of the second stretch,

Let uys take the multi-syllab '
chifanax qatukuZEnyému%gaghkm5°%tigrggggr
is rich with fish", The first wordiform has
a "right" accent on the second syllable,

In the second wordform, our informants put
an accent either to the first or to tne
sggond gy%}ableé It depends on the type of
pronunciation: the "full" type i

second syllable to be accen%gd,rf?glr:zethe
rhythmic structures of both wordforés are
preserved in the stretcn. However, tne se-~
cond wordform can be uttered in a'"reduced-
type" pronunciation - tnen, tne accent is
put to the first syllable of the secogd
wordform, It is important that if in the
wordform the secénd syllable igs accented

it produces a quasi-homonym, cf, 'aatukuk
"he wants to eat". Long and accenfed vowels
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