
PHONETIC ANALOGY 

' MYLES DILLON 

The principle of analogy in linguistics is a familiar fact of morphology, in the spread 
of pronominal endings to the nouns, the spread of thematic inflexion to non-thematic 
verbs, the establishment of four regular conjugations in Latin, and so on. 

Two examples of the working of analogy in the phonology of Modern Irish are of 
interest to phoneticians, as they are based upon facts of mere phonetics. 

The Irish of Cois Fhairrge, Co. Galway, has been described by Professor T omâs de 

Bhaldraithe.1 In this dialect intervocalic h (< original th) disappears with contraction 

of two vowels into one long vowel. 

Southern Irish Cois Fhairrge 

bothar “road” [bozhar] [bo:r] 
mathair “mother” [mcuhir’] [ma:r’] 
fichead “twenty” [f ’ihad] [fiïd] 
tighthe “houses” [t’ihi] [tiï] 

Professor de Bhaldraithe, however, reports some fluctuation in a few words: 

fiaitheamhail “generous” [f Lahu:l'] be51de [f Lazuzl] 

dathamhail “petty” [dahu:1’] „ [da:él'] 
taithiughadh “to frequent” [tahu :] „ [ta:u:] 

And he notes that an intrusive h sometimes occurs in slow speech, where there IS an 

original long vowel:2 an t-adhl“the luck” [9 tabs] beside [a taz]; dräir (gsg.). drawers 

[drahir'] beside [drazr']. In Carrowroe, eight miles to the west, intervocahc h usually 

remains, but a preceding long vowel is shortened, so that the opposrtion long/short 

is lost before It: ' ' 

[bohor], [mohir'], [f ’ihad], [t'iho]. 

The Irish of Cois Fhairrge, County Galway (Dublin, 1945). 

' For details and exceptions see pp. 104—105. 
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* ‚; [fih?];gaot}1*‘vvind” [ehe]; math “early” imagine; “mare {Lear} seam “m;: It looks as though the '" °f “"" had S°m°thing “’ d° With the change’ and °“ is - . 

: &: :_ÛÏÎ: tier e 2134311 ‚some words keep the long VOWEL and there is heir: breazhdha reminded of Firth’s prosodies. ; ; ; ; ; ; _ * ', 

: - 
fine [b ist:]; erädh “misery” [km:]; {at}: “cause” {fee}; 12': “flat” [La-j _ However that may be, we are faced With this alternation, wh1ch g1ves rise to al- _ 

No “sound-law” emerges clearly, and this is what ling? istic gecgmpb) has mue‘nt ternative forms of the verbal noun cumacc, cumang, and it is due to a phonetic change, - ' __ 

‘: 
us to expect, Each word has its own history. But an interesting pm;-…}: eme: .8 whether of -lng- to -lgg- as in -fulggam, or of ink to ing in unstressed posmon, or to a _ ;; 

namely that wher e 3 phonetic change, such as the disappearance (};, berg-323 \:onîÊ spreading of nasal articulation from com into the unstressed root syllable (unless, = - _- 

È _ _ gives rise to alternative forms in one group of words, alternative forms ma? m b; indeed, we resort to a suppletive root ang as above mentioned). ; ;;; 'cal 

ä _ _ ; - 
;Sflezy 1r: another you p, and the original forms may then be lost. In the Canon—roc In West Muskerry today, a group of words wh1ch have no; connect1;on‚ etymo gl _ __ _ 

_ â; __ _ _ _ ; ms ;[oha], who], [sheila], etc. we have an intrusive 11 and two short vowels quite or semantic, with con—ice, -cumamg, show the influence of Its forms. 
; 

% : ' mezpheable except in the light of the sound-change proper to Cois Fhairrge and Northern Irish West Muskefl'y l ‘ 

"iii 1 www": :" Car ' “"” °°: 
fairsing “wide” fairseag [farIag] : 

%? One must suppose for each word a transition period when both forms are current fulang “to endure” fulag [fulog] : 

È 
b“: my "OU-”$ show consistent pronunciation of each of the words recorded. ’ tarrang “to draw” tarrac' [tarak15 

_ :: 

â 

tuirling “to descend” tûrlic [Ulîfl'Îk']5 
: 

; E; 

In all these examples original -ng has become-g (-c), and this promulgation: ä]; . l ;  ? 

:: â 
u 

parently constant.“ The origin of the change IS to be found m the exrstenc: 1 ; ; ; 

E; » 

Irish of cumang beside cumacc, which may have resulted from analogy Wi}; fli-afli , :: 

There is in Old Irish a compound verb d - . Fulang was itself exposed to ”31°?” a;nd, in turn, : Welt-OPS: :;§§§:,231§§,;, in : _ 

% 
“he is able, he can”, and the verbal n ’ eäterotomc atom“, prototomc " ‘umamg final -g spread to other words ending 1n -ng, andt e g Of 

_ _ ;;- , 

%“ 
Thurncyæn has explained th 1' (:un as alternative forms cumacc, cumang. West Muskerry. ° ' 1f which is indeed a H l ; 

â 
“he supports" wh ere the n iscn orms; Väth -n- as ;modelled on -fulaing (Vfl- fulang) But there is one word, the name of the Irish language 1:31,}, '; ; ; ;  .__ , 

‘ Ë . come togelhcr'b s n Th ' orma ( eute;r;otomc fo-lomg), but is .ÏOSt where -lng- borrowing from Welsh Gwyddelig, that shows the OPPOSlte C a g ' : : 

%: num—mn" withou); ?y. Cape, , USfoîlomgem we support”, b… m'fulggam “we do not Northern Irish West Muskerry : : :, : 

_ ;; ? ;; ;; _; ” ' ; Y analogy With SUCh syncopated forms, a prototonic -cumcam G dhli (Gaedhilge) [gezlin'] 
. : 

€; ___ - ; __ _ _cun , has given rise to 3rd sg, -cumaing vn. cumcmg.3 The objection to this is that ae g t’al but 

ËÏ; ; ; __ _ . ._ : the analogy stops there. One might expect occurrences of deuterotonic *con-ing‚ etc., . Here original final -g has become -ng. The ambivalence was there 1asta 13:13:11,311, 1; ex- __ -_____ . 

%; ; ; " _ _ _ “…: :hey "0.110: appear to be quotable. An alternative explanation perhaps less the resulting form is in strange conflict with the trendof the dla ec . ”  eland dat. e .; 

‚.:;f; ; ; __ - , satlslaelory, IS to suppose a supplctjvc root "‘ang for the n-forms of con-‚ice 4 It seems planation 1 can propose is that, by association of meanlng, the name 0 ; ;; ;;;;; ;; age -;.-_ ;; ___ . 

lo the not impossible that the alternation con-ice, -cumaing is a phenomenon similar to sg. Éirinn [ezr'ig'], has here interfered to influence the name of the Iris g - :_ 

; ;; :hc an stances of Verncr’s Law, *ink becoming icc when stressed, as is to be expected Chaque mot a sa propre histoire. Dublin : := 

= _ä … "is“. but Mg when unstressed, as in the prototonic forms. But there are other 
_ % _ 

_ ä; 
Comhuunds of !cc that do not show the alternation : ; For the final [-k] compare the pronunciation, in northern dialects, of the name Padraig [Damm __ :_ 

___ ; ' Grammar nf Old Irish, p. 354 
ÎndÔNË'îî'îlgîîhîïËÏncÿ Wrïîïflîl—lkerrÿ, CO- Cork, P- 120- Th,“ change also occurs m South Ulst, ; “_ : 

“gg f…: '; ‘ WWW: VKÛ. ". P? 554. ' ° ' ' ' see MacDonald, Gaelic Words from South Uisf» 13-92: 5-“ c"”"‘5" 
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